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How to use questioning 
techniques to support 
AfL.



AIMS:

To recognise the impact of questioning on 
children’s progress and development.

To discuss the process of assessment for 
learning.

To implement research based approaches into 
our daily practice.

To analyse different questioning techniques to 
elicit effective responses.

To identify future plans / next steps.



On average how many 

questions do you ask in a 

lesson and are they of a 

similar or different style?





Can you think of or 

share an example 

when you have used 

any of these 

strategies 

effectively?



What does this look like in….

your classroom?

Intervention groups?

1:1 tutoring?



‘ a highly interactive, dynamic, responsive process’         Tom Sherrington 







When should we collect information?

Why should we collect information? 

What do we want to achieve?

Why is this 

important?



What are the barriers when 

checking for understanding (AfL)?



Which questioning techniques might 

you use and why?
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So what could this look like in practice?

1. Think, pair, share

2. Cold calling

3. Process 

questions 

4. Pre-call

5. Turn and talk

6. Rally robin

7. 4 corners

8. Make a list

9. Stash and flash

10.Probing 

questions

11.No opt out  

12.Say it again, 

better

13.Brain dump

14.Quizzes, low 

stakes testing

15.Affirm and seek

16.Self and peer 

assessment

17.Thinking and 

linking

18.Quiz,quiz,trade

and so on……















To ensure these key components are threaded through every learning 

interaction with every children it is imperative that we use ‘daily review’ to 

ensure learning is not lost and gaps do not widen or appear. 

How to provide challenge and depth into your practice through questioning 

activities.
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So what?

What will I review in my current practice? – What is working well?

What can I adapt to broaden my repertoire?

What is my next development step that I want to explore?
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